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OUR   NEW ADDRESS :  

THE ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION
Room 209

Semaphore Tower
PP70

HM Naval Base
Portsmouth PO1 3LT

TELEPHONE NUMBERS ARE :

RECEPTION            02392-723823

FAX                          02392-723371

DEPUTY GEN SEC  02392-729782
(frank@royalnavalassoc.com )

GEN SEC                  02392-722983
(paddy@royalnavalassoc.com)  



An RNA Members Benefit Magazine – Trial Issue

1. Discussions have been held with The Paymaster General’s (PMG) Department
about producing a quarterly members benefit magazine aimed at offering reductions on a
range of commercial products which the membership may find of interest.  The magazine
will be produced and distributed free of charge with all costs being borne by PMG.  With
the heavy workload of Branch Secretaries’  under consideration,  and mindful of the need
to protect the privacy and private addresses of RNA members, the magazine will as part of
this trial,  be distributed to Branch Secretaries only on the basis of 10 copies per Branch in
the expectation that they will be made available to the membership for perusal and
evaluation.  Only if the magazine is considered useful and the trial a success,  will
opportunity be taken to expand the distribution.   In the longer term the magazine could be
used as an Association wide vehicle for the distribution of news, opinion and
entertainment.  The first issue will be distributed in October 2008 and feedback both
positive and negative should be sent to The General Secretary at :

Royal Naval Association 
       Room 209, Semaphore Tower
       PP70
       HM Naval Base
             Portsmouth PO1 3LT

Or e-mail : paddy@royalnavalassoc.com 

The Cyprus Branch of the Royal Naval Association

1A. The Cyprus Branch of the Royal Naval Association is the latest Branch to launch a
website – this may be accessed at www.rnacyprus.org.  We commend this splendid method
of communicating to all Branches and Areas.



Royal Naval Association Christmas Cards for 2008

2.  The Royal Naval Association Christmas Cards have now been received and a sample card is
shown below for display. The card features the RNA Crest surmounted by "Happy Christmas" spelt
out in signal flags. The price of the cards is £4 per packet of ten (including postage and packing).
These attractive cards can be obtained from Headquarters by sending the following order form: 

Name

Address
 
POST CODE
 
Please send me ......................packs of Royal Naval Association Christmas Cards 
at £4-00 per pack. I enclose a cheque to the value of ..........................made out to The 
Royal Naval Association OR charge the cards to my Credit Card/Debit Card the details of which
are: 

Credit Card/Debit Card Type ................Account No ................................. . 

Card in the name of : ................................................................................ 

Valid From: ...............................Expires .................................................... 

Three Digit Security Code (where applicable) .............................................



Royal Naval Association Diaries for 2009

3. Diaries for the next year will be available in a Blue cover.  Orders should arrive by 31st

October 2008 and be accompanied by a cheque for the total value.

To:   The General Secretary
         Royal Naval Association 
       Room 209, Semaphore Tower
        PP70
        HM Naval Base
         Portsmouth PO1 3LT

From: ............................................. .............................................Branch

Please provide ……………………………………..2009 Diaries @ £4 .00 

Send to : ………………………………………………………………

e-MAIL ADDRESSES

4. RNA HQ Staff continue to attempt to build a library of e-mail addresses within the
Association.  It would be extremely helpful if those Branch Secretaries able to communicate
by e-mail would forward a short e-message to HQ on paddy@royalnavalassoc.com so that
registration can begin

Gift Aid

5. Following the change from covenanting to Gift Aid, we have somehow lost
momentum. The number of Gift Aid forms, from a membership of 24,590 stands at a modest
3,500.  May we remind you that this is free money, which has helped us to maintain our
annual subscription at  £10.00.  A blank Gift Aid form is included with this Newsletter at
Annex B.  Once completed, a Gift Aid Declaration lasts until it is rescinded.  Thank you.

Field of Remembrance – Opening Thursday 6  th   November 2008      

6. The 2008 Field of Remembrance will, by kind permission of The Dean and Chapter
of Westminster, open at 1120 on Thursday 6th November when a short Service will be
held.  The Royal Naval Association, together with other organisations, is invited to attend
and those attending should be in position by 1100.  A senior member of the Royal Family
has kindly agreed to attend and inspect the plots.   We have been allocated Plot 227.  The
system whereby Branches order their crosses direct from The Royal British Legion Poppy
Factory works well so we have included the order form with this circular (Annex B).  Please
note that Badge Crosses must be ordered by the end of September.



Remembrance Sunday – 9th November 2008

7. Headquarters will have a limited number of tickets for the Cenotaph Parade and
Service on Sunday 9th November 2008.  Shipmates are reminded of the physical demands
of standing in Whitehall for at least one hour and then marching for a distance of at least
one and a half miles, possibly in inclement weather.   Any Shipmate planning to attend
who requires a carer should also apply for a ticket for the carer (one carer per participant).
Please apply to HQ as soon as possible enclosing a stamped addressed envelope.
Tickets will be available for dispatch in early October.  We ask Shipmates who receive
tickets from the RNA to march in the RNA Platoon.  

BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT      MEMBERS MARCHING WILL BE  
VERY WELCOME TO TAKE POST-MARCH REFRESHMENTS IN

THE CIVIL SERVICE CLUB, GREAT SCOTLAND YARD.

The Annual Conference 2009 

8.     The Annual Conference 2009 will be held in Londonderry on 13th June 2009 and the
preliminary reconnaissance has been made.   The Conference Venue is in The City Hotel,
Londonderry which has very good conference, leisure and residential facilities and is ideally
situated.  A very advantageous arrangement has been negotiated for Conference Guests of
£59-00 per night Bed and Breakfast Single or £79-00 per night Bed and Breakfast Twin or
Double – this is a significant reduction on their normal rates.  Any Branch wishing to book rooms
at this rate can do so via Headquarters by completing the form below.  Room charges will be
debited to Branch Accounts.

……………………………..Branch of the Royal Naval Association will be represented at the
Annual Conference 2009 to be held in Londonderry on 13th June 2009.  Please reserve
………..Single/Twin/Double Rooms in The City Hotel, Londonderry for the nights of
…………………………June 2009.  Charge the total cost of £…………………..to the Branch
Account..  

Send to :  The General Secretary
         Royal Naval Association 
       Room 209, Semaphore Tower
        PP70
        HM Naval Base
         Portsmouth PO1 3LT

or e-mail to �����������	�
�������
��� .



The Annual Conference 2009 Travel Arrangements

9.      If there is sufficient interest it may be possible to arrange a charter flight(s) to Londonderry
City Airport for those attending Conference 2009.  In order to progress this idea it would be
useful to have an indication of interest.  Branches interested in utilising a charter flight
arrangement from (say) Luton to Londonderry should notify Headquarters as soon as possible
by completing the form below and sending it to : 

       The General Secretary
         Royal Naval Association 
       Room 209, Semaphore Tower
        PP70
        HM Naval Base
         Portsmouth PO1 3LT

or e-mail to �����������	�
�������
���

……………………………..Branch of the Royal Naval Association intends to be represented at
the Annual Conference 2009 to be held in Londonderry 12th to 14th June 2009 and would be
interested in utilising a Charter Flight were one to b e arranged.  The likely number of
passengers from the Branch is …………………..

.  
The Annual Conference 2010 

10.     The Annual Conference 2010 will be held in Ouistreham (Northern France) between 3rd

and 6th June 2010.  In order that preliminary accommodation reservations can be made,
Branches are earnestly requested to register “an expression of interest” in attending.  This does
not commit a Branch to send a delegate but merely indicates an interest in doing so which will
help with accommodation planning.  Please indicate on the form below or send an e-mail
message to �����������	�
�������
���  stating Branch and if intending to be represented :

……………………………..Branch of the Royal Naval Association intends to be represented at
the Annual Conference 2010 to be held in Ouistreham between 3rd and 6th June 2010.  Our likely
requirement for hotel rooms is……………………………….

Send to :  The General Secretary
         Royal Naval Association 
       Room 209, Semaphore Tower
        PP70
        HM Naval Base
�������� Portsmouth PO1 3LT
 
or e-mail to �����������	�
�������
��� .
Very many thanks.



Harlow Branch of the Royal Naval Association – 50  th   Anniversary  

11. Harlow Branch of the Royal Naval Association will be holding a Laying Up and
Dedication Service on Sunday 19th October 2008 at St James’ with St Luke’s Church, Staple
Tye, Harlow, Essex at 1500.  There will be no March Past.  Standards will line the entrance
to the Church before and after the Service.  Refreshments will be served after the Service.

Harlow Branch extends an invitation to Branches interested in sending their Standard and up
to four Shipmates.  Branches should contact the Honorary Secretary : S/M June Ray, 37
Park Mead, Harlow, Essex CM20 1RL – Tel : 01279-865919 – e-mail
june.ray1@ntlworld.com. 

The Fleet Street Trafalgar Service

12.     The popular Fleet Street Trafalgar Service now comes under the direction of No. 1
Area  and will be held on Sunday 19th October 2008 at St Brides Church, Fleet Street,
London EC4 commencing at 1100.  Shipmates and Standards are invited to attend and to
enjoy and renew old acquaintances – wets provided!  Standards will muster at 1045.
Further details from S/M Alan Robinson (0208-7590444) or S/M Alan Peatling
(01376-514761).

The Margate Branch – Trafalgar Day Parade & Service  of Remembrance

13. The Margate Branch of the Royal Naval Association will be holding their annual
Trafalgar Day Parade and Service of Remembrance on Sunday 19th October 2008.  The
Parade will assemble at St Paul’s Church, Cliftonville at 1015 with the Parade moving off at
1040 led by the band of T/S JAMAICA to The Trinity Square Memorial for the Service and
Wreath Laying.  After the Service the Parade will march past the Mayor of Margate and local
dignitaries to the Somerfield entrance to be dismissed.  Members unable to march are very
welcome to muster at the Memorial by 1040.  

RNA Branches are cordially invited to participate and parade Standards if they wish to do so.
Post Parade Refreshments will be served in the Mountbatten Lounge of the Royal British
Legion Club.  Branches wishing to participate should inform the Hon Secretary of the
Margate Branch of the approximate numbers intend to parade at :  66  Bromstone Road,
Broadstairs CT10 2HT
(Tel : 01843-604490).   
  
HMS ULSTER 1958-60 Commission – 50  th   and Final Re-union  

14. The 50th Anniversary and Final Re-union will take place between 24-27 October 2008
at the Kistor Hotel, Torquay.and full details can be obtained from Reg Ralph, 20  Penhale
Road, Eastbourne, East Sussex BN22 7JX (Tel :  01323-725978) e-mail
rejoice@milnet.co.uk.

 HMS NAIAD – Re-union

15. A re-union for all those who served in HMS NAIAD is planned for the weekend 31st

October to 1st November 2008 and will be held in the Queen’s Hotel, Southsea.  Details can
be obtained from the website www.hmsnaiad.co.uk or contact Paul Gower who is the Social
Secretary at reunion@hmsnaiad.co.uk
Or via 01443-685861 or 07876-057415.



HMS LOCH FADA 1944-67 – Re-Union 

16. The 12th Annual Re-union will take place in The Royal Renaissance Hotel, Skegness
between 27th and 30th March 2009.  For details and booking forms contact Bob Harris on
02380-391848 or via bobharrisf390@supanet.com. 

A Celebratory Day with The Isle of Sheppey Branch

17. On 6th September 2008 The Isle of Sheppey Branch held a Band Concert and
Parade of Standards.  The aim was two fold:  first to Celebrate Nelson's 250th Birthday
which  was  a matter of just days away and secondly,  but most importantly,  to raise funds
for The Defence Rehabilitation Centre Headley Court which they did to the tune of
£1000.00,  when all was done and dusted.  16 Standards were paraded in total.  The  Area
2 Standard was paraded by S/m. Steve Susans (Bromley) plus 11 Branch Standards from
Area 2 together with 3 Ship Association Standards, namely the  Bulwark , Albion and
Centaur Association (BAC),  Phoebe Association and Cavalier Association.  Two Merchant
Navy Associations from Gravesend were also represented, ably controlled and directed by
S/M Chris Durban (Area 2 Parade & Ceremonial Officer).  Guests included 10 members
from Pembroke House and 5 Chelsea Pensioners who were very proud to be there with
us. The Guest of Honour was Air Commodore W. Croydon RAF (rtd) and his wife Anne,
the Mayor and Mayoress of Swale Borough Council, the Mayoress of the Royal Borough of
Queenborough and  Consort (Mr Michael Constable). The event was very well supported
by Branches throughout 2 Area, (particularly Chatham) and in the forefront of course was
the Area Chairman,  S/M Rick Ashby and his wife.  Some 180 people were entertained in
the hall,  about 80% of whom were local people.  

Captain Richard Long Royal Marines was expected to attend however he was
unable to do so due to exigencies of the Service.  In the fore of the event was the
Whitstable Sea Cadet Band who gave a half hour recital which (quite literally) moved some
to tears demonstrating a professional and dedicated approach and proving a credit to our
their uniform and Service. They had actually made a dash from the Lord Lieutenant of
Kent’s Centenary  Remembrance Parade for the Territorial Army in Canterbury that
morning.  The entertainment continued with The Snowdon Colliery Welfare Brass Band
which as the name suggests had its origins in mining communities which  moved South to
our open cast mines on the South Coast.  Despite the demise of the mining industry the
band has continued,  maintaining it's name, and has quite a few Ex-Royal Marine
Bandsmen as members who have resided in the area following the closure of The Royal
Marine School of Music in Deal.  During the course of the event,  a plate buffet was served
and the day was rounded off  with a wonderful sing song of wartime ballads and tunes led
by some very lovely ladies of “Memory Lane”.



The Association of Wrens

18. After many months of planning and preparing the AOW National Reunion took place
over the August Bank holiday weekend on the York University campus. Over six hundred
members travelled from many areas of the UK and some from overseas, including
Canada, America, New Zealand and Australia. We had very reasonable weather, apart
from the odd shower, and took full advantage of the splendid Concert Hall and very large
Exhibition Centre. 

Guests attending the main event included the Lord Mayor of York, Cdr Giulian Hill,
RN Senior Naval Officer HMS DAUNTLESS, (this ship’s name had previously been given
to the former WRNS training establishment at Burghfield),  Bishop Noel Jones, a former
Royal Marine and Naval Chaplain, Rosie Wilson, Chairman WRNS BT,  Captain Richard
Yeoward MRIN, and Captain Brian Young DSO RN, the Patron and President of the HMS
Wren Association.

Highlights  of  the  afternoon  were  an  entertaining  RM Band Association  Concert
Band led by Band Master Ted Whealing RM, which in turn was both nostalgic and very
humorous, and Bishop Noel’s splendid address which was followed by loud applause (to
his surprise!). The President of the AOW, Mrs Anthea Larken CBE was the main speaker
for the event -  and she too was surprised when presented with bouquet of flowers and a
rendition by the Band and gathered company of ‘Happy Birthday’. 

It was quite fitting that York had been chosen as the venue for the reunion, the
home town of Mrs Pat Farrington, National Chairman of AOW and member of York RNA.
However due to a recent period of serious ill  health there was some concern that she
would not be able to attend, but all was well and members were very pleased to hear her
give the Vote of Thanks. Credit must be given to Reunion Chairman, Mrs Julia Clark and
her team for an excellent programme of events and displays which included for the first
time, contributions from two serving women from the RN. We are also grateful for the
support provided by York RNA. 



19.        THE ROYAL NAVAL BENEVOLENT TRUST
       Trustee to

JOHN CORNWELL V.C. NATIONAL MEMORIAL (JCVCNM)
COTTAGE HOMES,
STATION LANE, HORNCHURCH, ESSEX

The JCVCNM was established in 1928 to remember the valour of Boy Seaman John
Cornwell who died in June 1916 following wounds rec eived in the Battle of Jutland
whilst serving onboard HMS CHESTER.  He was awarded  the Victoria Cross,
posthumously, in September 1916.

As a lasting memorial to his name, a plot of land w as purchased from the money
raised by the Mayor of East Ham, and 6 semi-detache d ‘cottages’ were built.  The
layout of the houses and pathways form a symbolic ‘ Victoria Cross’.

There are currently two ‘cottages’ vacant.

Accommodation

The accommodation is spread over ground and first f loor and consists of lounge,
dining room, kitchen, two bathrooms (one on each fl oor) and two bedrooms. There
is full central heating, double-glazing and a small  garden to rear.  The
accommodation is carpeted throughout but unfurnishe d.  The cottages are located
within a short walk of local amenities, shops and B R underground to London.  The
properties are subject to a Weekly Maintenance Char ge of £80 per week  (reviewed
annually) plus utilities.

Eligibility

Eligibility is open to all needy disabled and/or in firm former sailors and Royal
Marines up to and including the rate or rank of War rant Officer, and their families.   

For an application form see Annex B.  For further i nformation, please contact: 

Mr Keith Rowbottom
The John Cornwell V.C. National Memorial 

Pembroke House
11 Oxford Road
GILLINGHAM
Kent KE4 7BS

Tel:  01634 852431
Fax: 01634 281709

Email:  keithrowbottom@pembrokehouse-rnbt.org.uk



Advisory Notes from the National Ceremonial Adviser  (S/M A Robinson)   

20. In a recent photograph of Standard Bearers at “the dip” for the Last Post,  half
were looking straight ahead while half had their heads bowed in homage.  These latter
bearers were correct and the procedure is as follows – at the first note of the Last Post,
dip the Standard.  As the point goes down on the deck, heads should be bowed in
homage (those closing their eyes may fall over).  At the first note of Reveille, heads
should be brought erect and the Standard raised to “the carry”. 

When “dipping” for the National Anthem as the drum rolls or the organ swells lift
the Standard clear of the bucket, hold into the side of the body.  At the first note of the
National Anthem i.e. “God”, dip the Standard.  At the end of the National Anthem (check
before how many verses are being sung) raise the Standard to the “carry”.  There is no
act of homage.

Contacts in Holland

21. Shipmate Geoff Richards, a former member of the Beccles Branch, now lives in
Holland and has been trying (without success) to establish contact with any ex-mateloes
living in that country.  Shipmate Richards would welcome any contacts – he can be
reached at vanoudheusden1@chello.nl.
 
The Fleet Air Arm – An Illustrated History

22. The Royal Naval Air Service (RNAS) was first established in January 1914 under
the Air Department of the Admiralty and by the outbreak of the First World War in
August, it had more aircraft under its control than the Army’s Royal Flying Corps (RFC).
Its main roles were fleet reconnaissance, patrolling coasts for enemy ships and
submarines, attacking enemy coastal territory and defending Britain from enemy air
raids, along with significant deployment along the Western Front.

However, in April 1918, the RNAS merged with the RFC to form the Royal Air Force,
then on 1 April 1924, the Fleet Air Arm of the Royal Air Force was created,
controversially relinquishing the Admiralty’s control.  Finally, in 1937, the Fleet Air Arm
was returned to Admiralty control and became part of the Royal Navy.

At the onset of the Second World War, the Fleet Air Arm consisted of only 20 squadrons
with 232 aircraft, yet a mere six years later the FAA covered 59 aircraft carriers, over
3,700 aircraft patrolling the sea with 72,000 officers and men and 56 air stations all over
the world.  This splendid book looks at the history of the Fleet Air Arm in its entirety,
covering its rapid evolution during the Second World War as air power took over at the
cutting edge of naval warfare.  This is a lavishly illustrated tome with over 400 pictures
detailing all aspects of the FAA and will be of interest to all former members of the
aviation branch.   The book is priced at £30 but we have negotiated a 15% discount for
RNA Members which brings the price down to £25-50.  The book may be obtained at this
price from the publisher (Casemate) by ordering online at
www.casematepublishing.co.uk  or by telephone on 01635-231091 – in every case
quote FLEET 015 to prove you are an RNA Member and entitled to the discount.   



The Greenwich Foundation for the Old Royal Naval Co llege – Trafalgar Night Dinner –
Saturday 18  th   October 2008         

23. We have been asked to mention a planned spectacular Trafalgar Night Dinner to be
held in The Old Royal Naval College on Saturday 18th October 2008, which includes a
Cocktail Reception, three course dinner with wine and Ships-of-the-Line plus music and
entertainment.  The rig is Black Tie.  Contact Deborah Robson at the Old Naval College on
0208-269-4788 or on e-mail at drobson@greenwichfoundation.org.uk.

Branch and Miscellaneous Announcements
 

24. 

Area 6
Bracknell  –      Meeting place is :     The John Nike Leisure Centre

    Amen Corner, Bracknell
Area 7
Cheltenham  – Sec’s Contact number is;     07768-833 792 (Mobile)

Area 9
Bourne  –    Meet on 2nd Wednesday at  1400

OverSeas
Japan  –           Secretary’s new address is; Catherina Mita Tower W2612

     4-16-1 Shiba, Minoto-ku
     Tokoyo 1
     Japan 108-0014
     Tel.  050-5809 7904

Riyadh –         All mail to Asst. Sec. at :       S/M C M Jones
     L10B, Bae Systems
     Salwa Garden Village, PO Box 1732
     Riyadh 11441
     Saudi Arabia



25.

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Yorkshire and Humberside War Pensions
Committee - Appointment of 

3 members
The Minister for Veterans is seeking to make the ab ove public appointment.  Are you

the person we need, can you carry out the functions  and duties?  Then apply as below :-

Functions
War Pensions Committees are Non-Departmental Public Bodies whose main functions are to:

· act as a medium for local consultation by Ministers, the Ministry of Defence and the Service
Personnel and Veterans Agency on issues affecting war pensioners and war widow(er)s;

· raise awareness of the war pensions scheme and the services of the Veterans’ Welfare
Service in their area;

· support and monitor the work of the Veterans’ Welfare Service and seek to co-ordinate the
efforts of voluntary and statutory sector organisations to deliver the best possible welfare
support to war pensioners and war widow(er)s;

· assist individual war pensioners and war widow(er)s with any problem or complaint they
have regarding war pensions or the Service Personnel and Veterans Agency and act on
their behalf when appropriate.

Responsibilities and Skills 
The WPC Members play a central role in promoting the interests and welfare of war pensioners
and war widow(er)s. The committee meet 4 times per year and members are expected to be
involved in a wide ranging agenda of issues relating to the functions of the committee set out
above. Suitable candidates may come from a wide range of backgrounds. Whilst a knowledge of
service life would be useful, what is most important is that the applicant should have a real
commitment to supporting disabled ex-service personnel and their dependents.

· the ability to contribute to a committee setting;
· promote the interests of war pensioners and war widow(er)s in the area covered by the

committee
· an understanding of the needs of disabled ex-service personnel and the services available

to support them;
· good communication skills, the ability to consider complex issues providing comment to the

WPC Chairman on their impact upon war pensioners and war widow(er)s.

The position is an unpaid appointment but travelling and loss of earnings allowances can be paid.
Applications are particularly welcome from ex-servi ce women and war widows.
If you think you have the qualities required and would like an application pack (which are available
in large type, Braille or on tape) please call 0113 3818405 during office hours or go to
www.veteransagency.mod.uk to download an application pack quoting Ref No Y&HWPC/08/M or
in writing to the War Pensions Committee Clerk, Service Personnel and Veterans’ Agency, 2nd

Floor Carlton Tower, 34 St Pauls Street, Leeds, LS1 2AT quoting Ref No Y&HWPC/08/M.
The Ministry of Defence is committed to equality of opportunity for all and the principle of
appointment based on merit following an open and transparent process and independent
assessment. An interview access scheme is available (for disabled candidates who meet the
essential criteria for appointment). PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A PUBLIC APPOINTMENT NOT
EMPLOYMENT. 

Closing Date for Applications: 20 October 2008



The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust – Pembroke House –  A High
Quality Care and Nursing Home

26. Pembroke House is a care home situated in Gillingham, Kent
and is run by the Royal Naval Benevolent Trust (RNBT).  The home
caters for residential and nursing care needs of those who have
served as ratings in the Royal Navy or as other ranks in the Royal
Marines and their spouses. The Commission for Social Care
Inspectorate has awarded its highest accolade to Pembroke House
in recognition of the home setting and maintaining the highest
standards of care. The home provides care for the elderly frail but is
not registered for the mentally infirm, particular those suffering from
dementia.

Pembroke House has 49 beds with 19 allocated for nursing care on a
dedicated floor. It stands in fine landscaped grounds with a panoramic
view overlooking the River Medway. The home is tastefully decorated
on a nautical theme and all rooms are single and have en-suite
facilities.  The home has an excellent relationship within the local
community and Chatham Historic Dockyard.  It also maintains strong
ties with the Royal Naval Association, several branches of which
regularly visit the home and in turn invite the residents to their
meetings and social events that include BBQs in the home’s lovely
walled garden. 

Fees for FY ‘08/’09 range from £385.00 to £417.00 for residential care
and £593.00 to £694.00 for nursing to reflect the level of care
required; packages are tailored to each individual and are subject to
regular review as needs change.  Pembroke House is most definitely
not a ‘one size fits all’ care home!  Both self-funding and Social
Services funded residents are accommodated provided the fees are
topped up where there is a shortfall in local authority funding.  The
Trust’s policy is not to match any shortfalls in funding on the basis that
its charitable funds are  utilised to provide the highest standards of
care and facility within the home at rates that are below the market
average.  Fees are revised annually.

The Trust only employs staff with the right combination of skills and
caring attitude.  The home is equipped to the highest standards and
prides itself on its bright and airy environment with a dedicated staff
who assist residents in enjoying a full, independent and active life.

For more details contact the Home Manager on 01634 852431 or e-
mail to enquiry@pembrokehouse-rnbt.org.uk ; further details may also
be found on the RNBT’s web site www.rnbt.org.uk   



Information on Surgeon Lieutenant Ian G Wickes RNVR

27. Dr Charles Goodson-Wickes is seeking information about his Father
(Surgeon Lieutenant Ian G Wickes RNVR) who served in Arctic Convoys in
1944 and 1945, firstly in Corvettes and latterly in HM Ships EXE and
BIDEFORD.  Any Shipmates with information to relate regarding this officer
should contact Dr Goodon-Wickes at 18 St James’s Place, London SW1A
1NS or by telephone on 0207-629-0981 – he will be very grateful to receive
any information about his Father. 

History Notes 

28.

1 October 1907 Rates of First and Second Class Petty Officer abolished -
latter became Leading Seamen

2 October 1941 HMS VANGUARD – Britain’s last Battleship – laid down
at John Browns on the Clyde.

3 October 1952 UK Atomic Test at Monte Bello

4 October 1905 HMS GANGES (Shotley) commissioned

6 October 1949 Admiralty Constabulary established by merging The
Royal Marine Police Force, its Special Reserve and the
Admiralty Civil Force (see 10 October 1971).  

7 October 1769 Captain James Cook discovered New Zealand.

8 October 1990 Wrens join HMS BRILLIANT - first women at sea with RN

10 October 1971 Ministry of Defence Police established.

12 October 1847 Tea and Sugar made available free in lieu of grog?

13 October 1850 Contract approved for new pattern of black cap, first
designed to bear ship’s name. 

15 October 1993 Post of Director, WRNS abolished

17 October 1998 HMS OSPREY – RNAS Portland – decommissioned.

21 October 1805 The Glorious Day

22 October 1946 HMS Ships SAUMAREZ and VOLAGE mined off Corfu. 



25 October 1979 HMS RECLAIM paid off after 30 years continuous
service.  Appeared at both 1953 Coronation and 1977
Jubilee Reviews.  Probably the last HM Ship to carry
sails.

26 October 1944 Prefix “Paymaster” abolished.

28 October 1958 First flight of Westland Wasp Helicopter.  

29 October 1997 Captain Muriel Hocking RNR appointed as first female
RNR Commodore.  The rank was substantive in the RNR
and RNVR from their foundation but it was not so in the
RN until 10 January 2002. 

30 October 1967 HMS RESOLUTION – first Polaris submarine –
commissioned.

31 October 1971 The Far East Fleet disbanded
   

James McClurg
General Secretary
Paddy@royalnavalassoc.com



ANNEX A  

GIFT  AID  DECLARATION

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION

Title .....   Forename(s) ................................. Surname ................…………….

Address  ........................................................ (Area no; ---------)

........................................................

........................................................ Post Code .............

I want the charity to treat all donations I have made from the date of this declaration
until I notify you otherwise as Gift Aid Donations

Signature:-  ..................................................

Date:- ................................................………

Notes

1. If your declaration covers donations you may make in the future:
Please notify the charity if you change your name or address while the declaration is
still in force. You can cancel the declaration at any time by notifying the charity - it
will then not apply to donations you make on or after the date of cancellation or such
later date as you specify.

2. You must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax at least equal
to the tax that the charity reclaims on your donations in the tax year (currently 25p for
each £1 you give).

3. If in the future your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax on your
income and capital gains equal to the tax that the charity reclaims, you can cancel
your declaration (see note 1).

4. If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further tax relief in your Self
Assessment tax return.

5.        If you are unsure whether your donations qualify for Gift Aid tax relief, ask the
charity. Or you can ask you local tax office for leaflet IR113 Gift Aid.



       ANNEX B

APPLICATION FOR JOHN CORNWELL V.C. NATIONAL 
MEMORIAL (JCVCNM) ACCOMMODATION

The JCVCNM comprises six semi-detached properties i n Hornchurch,
Essex for needy, disable and/or infirm former sailo rs or Royal Marines
up to and including the rate or rank of Warrant Off icer, and their
families.  If you wish to apply for accommodation t hat is currently
vacant please complete the following:

Name in full (block letters):..
……………………………………………………………………….

Address:

……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Number of years at this address:..
……………………………………………………………….

Occupation (if applicable):..
……………………………………………………………………….

Single/Married/Widowed/Divorced (delete as applicab le)

Particulars of service (including service number):

..……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………



Nature of disability or infirmity and whether due t o War Service:

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Financial Information:

                                                                                       £                                £

Savings:                                                                 ……………

Income (per week):      

                    Wages/Salary                                                                      ……………       

                    State Pension                                                                      ……………

                    War Pension                                                                        ……………

                    Social Security Benefits                                                       ……………

                    Occupational Pension                                                          ……………

                     Investment Income                                                             ……………

Total Weekly Income                                                                               ……………



Details of present accommodation:

House/Flat/Bungalow/Lodgings (delete as applicable)

Do you own the property/accommodation?                          Yes/No (delete as

applicable)

Number of rooms you occupy                                                ………

Do you share any of the accommodation facilities?              Yes/No

If YES, please state what facilities you share
…………………………………

                                                                                                     £

Present Rent  (per week)                                                      ……………

Present Council Tax (per week)                                            ……………

Name(s) and address(es) of Next of Kin (including r elationship)

Would your Next of Kin be able to assist you if the  event of any emergency?
YES/NO

It is essential that residents are able to care for  themselves, with assistance of
family or social services as necessary.  The Truste e may request a medical report
from your GP to ensure that your health and safety would not be placed at risk if
your were successful in your application.  Please p rovide the details of your
current GP:

Doctors name ……………………………………………………………………………………

Address……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
(a report will only be requested where it is though t necessary by the Trustee and
then only when your application is successful)



Please provide the name and address of two referees  (but not family), who must
be people who have known you for more than two year s including your current or
most recent landlord if applicable.

1…………………………………………….     2……………………………………………….

………………………………………………      ……………………………………………….

………………………………………………      ……………………………………………….

………………………………………………      ……………………………………………….

………………………………………………      ……………………………………………….

………………………………………………      ……………………………………………….

I accept that if I am appointed as a resident I sha ll not be a tenant.  Any weekly
sum I pay will be a maintenance contribution and no t rent.

I declare that the foregoing statements are true.

Applicant’s signature:…………………………………………………………………………

Date:………………………………………………..

Please return this completed form to:

Mr K Rowbottom

The John Cornwell V.C. National Memorial 
Pembroke House
11 Oxford Road
GILLINGHAM

Kent
ME4 7BS

Data Protection Statement

It is part of the Trustees’ responsibilities to ens ure that applicants for JCVC
Cottages are suitably qualified under the terms of the charity’s governing
instrument.  Trustees, therefore, need to investiga te the personal circumstances
of applicants.  The personal data supplied on this form, and other information
relating to this appointment, will be held on file.   Some details may be checked
with relevant organisations but none will be disclo sed for any inappropriate
purposes.  You may have access to your personal inf ormation on request.



Postscript   

Don’t lament for modern “Jack”

The Bosun’s Call still pipes “The Still”,

“The Side” and “Call the hands” so clear and  trill,

Daily Orders by keyboard – now typed and “disted”

And to read on notice boards yet still listed.

The Chevy and the Whaler alas superseded

Their role (and beauty) no longer needed.

For Boarding Ops two RIBs for pace,

GPS and Rifles – no time for grace.

Damage Control – State One isn’t lost

On Modern Jack as he works through OST.

Stokers now called E.T.M.E.s

Working towards Engineering Degrees!

Chief AWW now the GI’s gone,

But with Drill and Gunnery still has his fun.

Lookouts now for Subs and Aircraft

And Dolphins – YES I’m not being daft!

But please I beg – don’t start to think

That today’s RN is all Fluffy and Pink

Jack’s conditions are better – a fact well known

And given half a chance – he’ll still have a moan.



But of ethos, traditions and a warrior’s nerve

Out Jack and Jenny still proud to serve.

All to the good the advance of their lot

And not for a moment do they miss the Tot.

And finally to those who are able to say

They had their Tot each and every day,

Modern Jack is still proud of all that you’ve done,

And will remember “at the setting of the Sun”. 

By a serving Commanding Officer




