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HQ CONTACT DETAILS 
THE ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 

Room 209, Semaphore Tower (PP70) 
HM Naval Base 

PORTSMOUTH PO1 3LT 
 
 Accounts Only  023 9272 3823 michelle@royalnavalassoc.com   
 
FAX                             023 9272 3371 
 
Assistant General Secretary  
(Administration)                                 023 9272 0782  sheila@royalnavalassoc.com 
 
Assistant General Secretary 
(Membership & Slops)                      023 9272 3747 nigel@royalnavalassoc.com 
 
General Secretary                  023 9272 2983 paddy@royalnavalassoc.com   
 

RNA HQ Staff continue to attempt to build a library of e-mail addresses within the 
Association.  It would be extremely helpful if those Branch Secretaries able to 

communicate by e-mail would forward a short e-message to HQ on 
sheila@royalnavalassoc.com 

 
 
 
 

mailto:michelle@royalnavalassoc.com
mailto:sheila@royalnavalassoc.com
mailto:nigel@royalnavalassoc.com
mailto:paddy@royalnavalassoc.com
mailto:sheila@royalnavalassoc.com
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1. ¢ƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ .ŜŀǊŜǊǎΩ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ нлмл 
 
¢ƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ .ŜŀǊŜǊǎΩ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ нлмл ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ tƻǊǘǎƳƻǳǘƘ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ нпth 
April 2010 and will be centred on HMS NELSON and HMS TEMERAIRE.  Competitors may claim 
actual travelling expenses up to a maximum of £50-00 per entrant (Claim forms available on the 
day).   The Rules for the Competition are as laid down in The RNA Guide to Ceremonial Chapter 4 
(available on the website or from Headquarters).  The criteria for entry will be as follows : 
 

 a.  The winner and runner-up in the 2008 Competition have automatic entry: 
 

b.  The winner and runner-up in Area Competitions have automatic entry ς where no Area    
Competition has been held, the nominated Area Standard Bearer and his/her Deputy 

     have automatic entry. 
 

c.  All entrants must carry their Area or Branch Standard ς no standard may be shared. 
 

d.  Judges will be appointed by the Association Management Committee. 
 

e.  The decisions of the Judges are final. 
 

The programme for the event is as follows : 
 

Friday 23rd April 2010 
 
PM /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƻǊǎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ {ŜƴƛƻǊ wŀǘƛƴƎǎΩ aŜǎǎΣ Ia{ b9[{hbΣ tƻǊǘǎƳƻǳǘƘ ς 

Accommodation available for Competitors on a first come basis. 
 

1900 
-2359 Social evening with buffet supper (2030) - Guests welcome 
 
Saturday 24th April 2010 
 
0930 Shuttle transport to HMS TEMERAIRE 
 

1000 Competition commences 
 

1200 Sandwich Lunch available 
 

1400 Competition concludes 
 

O/c Shuttle transport to HMS NELSON 
 

1900- 
2359 Social evening with buffet supper (2030) and Prize Giving ς Guests welcome 
 
Sunday 25th April 2010 
 

AM Competitors disperse 
 
 
 
 
 



4 
 

 
wh¸![ b!±![ !{{h/L!¢Lhb b!¢Lhb![ {¢!b5!w5 .9!w9w{Ω/hat9¢L¢Lhb нлмл 

ENTRY FORM 
 

a.         Name of Entrant............................................................................................................... 
 
b.         Address............................................................................................................................ 
 
            ......................................................................................................................................... 
 
c.         Area.................................................................................................................................  
 
d.         Contact details (Tel)...............................................(e-mail)............................................ 
 
e.         I require accommodation in HMS NELSON (at about £8-00 per night)              YES/NO  
 
f.          I will be arriving at HMS NELSON by car                                                                   YES/NO  
 
g.         Car Registration ..............................Make.................................Colour......................... 
 

CERTIFICATE BY CHAIRMAN 
 

L ŎŜǊǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴǘ ƛǎ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ .ŜŀǊŜǊǎΩ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
meets the entry criteria outlined above : 

 
ƘΦ         /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ {ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ.......................................................  
 
 
 
COMPLETED FORM TO REACH THE NATIONAL CEREMONIAL OFFICER (S/M ALAN ROBINSON) AT : 

 
161 WEST END LANE, HARLINGTON, MIDDLESEX UB3 5LY 

OR AT YVONNECURTIS1@HOTMAIL.CO.UK BY NO LATER THAN 1ST APRIL 2010 

mailto:YVONNECURTIS1@HOTMAIL.CO.UK
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2. Conference 2010 ï Delegate Travel 
 
At its meeting on 5th December 2009, National Council decided that the reasonable 
receipted travelling expenses of Conference Delegates for the 2010 Conference will be 
refunded from their home address to the place of embarkation in the United Kingdom. 
Claims will be assessed and paid by Headquarters following the Conference.  The normal 
ñpooled fareò arrangements will also apply. 
 
3. Conference 2010 ï Branch Delegates 
 
Nomination forms for Branch Delegates to the Annual Conference to be held in 
Ouistreham on 4th June 2010 can be found at the back of this Circular. 
 
4. Standing Orders Committee ï Election of Two Members by Delegates to the 
Annual Conference  
 
Members of the Standing Orders Committee are elected to serve for a period of two years 
with two of the four members either retiring or standing for re-election at each Annual 
Conference.  The rules for election to the Standing Orders Committee are contained in 
Royal Naval Association Rule 14(c) and nominations to serve may be forwarded by any 
Branch in the United Kingdom or Republic of Ireland and should reach RNA Headquarters 
by 8th April 2010.  Subsequently voting forms will be distributed to Branches to enable 
Delegates attending the Annual Conference to cast their votes for the candidates of their 
choice. 
 
 
5. Royal Naval Association Membership Renewals for 2010 
 
Membership Secretaries are reminded that Membership renewals should be completed by 
31st March 2010.  Membership Secretaries are respectfully reminded that the requirement 
to be able to prove the membership of the Association to HM Revenue and Customs and 
the Charity Commission, necessitates the recording of the names of all members of the 
Association.  The majority of Membership Secretaries faithfully report the names of Branch 
Members when applying for Year and Membership Cards, however some do not and this 
causes considerable difficulty and can disadvantage the finances of the Association.  
Accordingly, Membership Secretaries are earnestly requested to forward the names of all 
Members for whom Year Cards and new Membership Cards are sought ï Membership 
Cards and Year Cards will be issued only in respect of named individuals. 
 
6. Branch Reports for 2010/11 and Branch Accounts for 2009 
 
Honorary Secretaries and Treasurers are respectfully reminded that Branch Reports for 
2010/11 and Branch Accounts for 2009 should reach RNA Headquarters by 16th April 
2010.   
 

 

 

 

 



6 
 

 

 

7. Gift Aid 

If a member is a tax payer, it is of great advantage to the Royal Naval Association if they 
complete a Gift Aid Form (form at Annex A) and return it to RNA HQ, as this considerably 
increases the value of their subscription without penalty to them, and assists the Association 
in maintaining the annual subscription at £10-00 ï the recovery of the tax paid on the 
amount the tax payer subscribes is a really painless way of giving, and we would be very 
grateful if every tax paying Shipmate would give this their consideration.  This is free money 
for our Association.  Once completed, a Gift Aid Declaration lasts until it is rescinded.  Thank 
you. 

8. Sevenoaks Branch of the RNA ï 50th Anniversary 
 
The Sevenoaks Branch of the RNA will celebrate its 50th Anniversary on Sunday 21st 
March 2010 with a Service at St Lukeôs Church, Sevenoaks starting at 1400.  Standards 
and Shipmates will be most welcome ï maps and fuller details will be available shortly.  
For more information please ring S/M Fred Faircloth on 01732 741966. 
 
9. HMS LOCH FADA Association  
 
The 11th Annual Reunion of the HMS LOCH FADA Association will be held in the Bay View 
Court Hotel, Bournemouth on 26th/27th March 2010.  For details contact Bob Harris on 
02380-391848 or on bobharrisf390@supanet.com ï visit the website at www.hms-
lochfada.org.uk.  
 
10. Seaford Branch of the RNA ï 25th Anniversary Celebration 
 
The Seaford Branch of the RNA will celebrate its 25th Anniversary on Saturday 24th April 
2010.  The Branch Standard will be re-dedicated in St Leonardôs Church, Seaford starting 
at 1500 and this will be followed by a march back to The Royal British Legion Club where 
small eats will be provided.  Branches wishing to be represented with or without Standards 
should contact the Branch Hon Secretary : S/M K Macdonald, 104 Denton Road, 
Newhaven, East Sussex : Tel : 01273-514153 or at kevin.macdonald6@btinternet.com.  
 
11. HMS COSSACK ASSOCIATION 
 
The HMS COSSACK Association is planning a special re-union at the Royal Beach Hotel, 
Southsea to commemorate the 70th Anniversary of the ñAltmark Incidentò as part of their 
annual re-union.  A Service will be conducted in St Annôs Church , HM Naval Base, 
Portsmouth on Sunday 11th April 2010 which will be followed by a march past.  Visiting 
Standards will be welcome at a time to be advised.  Please contact 
Ken.satterthwaite@talktalk.net or on 01923-269714, if interested in participating. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:bobharrisf390@supanet.com
http://www.hms-lochfada.org.uk/
http://www.hms-lochfada.org.uk/
mailto:kevin.macdonald6@btinternet.com
mailto:Ken.satterthwaite@talktalk.net
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12. The Londonderry Branch of the RNA ï Battle of the Atlantic Commemorations 
 
The Londonderry Branch will be holding its Annual Battle of the Atlantic Commemorations 
over the weekend of 8th and 9th May 2010.  The programme will be as follows : 
 
Saturday 8th May 2010 
 
1930 (for 2000)  Commemorative Dinner in The City Hotel - £25-00 per head. 
 
Sunday 9th May 2010 
 
1015        Muster at The Services Club, Spencer Road, Londonderry 
 
1030 (approx)     March to All Saintsô Church, Clooney 
1100                  Commemorative Church Service 
 
1215 (approx)      Return March to The Services Club, salute being taken en route 
 
1315 (approx)      Light Refreshments 
 
The programme is subject to alteration should the need arise.  All Shipmates are welcome 
to attend the events on either or both days.  Please notify the Hon Secretary of intentions 
- contact S/M F J Brown at 4 Myrtlefield Road, Kilfennan, Londonderry BT47 5PG or at 
frankj-brown@ntlworld.com.      
 
13.      Orkney Branch of the RNA ï Dedication of Standard 
 
The Standard of the Orkney Branch of the Royal Naval Association will be dedicated over 
the weekend of 22nd/23rd May 2010.  Shipmates will be very welcome and information 
regarding travel and accommodation can be obtained from the Hon Secretary (S/M David 
Young) at david@kilgower50.plus.com.  
 
On Friday 21st May 2010, the Branch is organising a trip to the Lyness Naval Museum and 
Cemetery plus the Arctic Convoy Memorial.  The ferry has limited carrying capacity so 
early application (with numbers) is essential.  Full details of the trip and weekend are 
available on the RNA Orkney Website. 
 
14. Memorial Service for HM Ships GLORIOUS, ARDENT and ACASTA 
 
A Memorial Service to commemorate the 70th Anniversary of the sinking of the Aircraft 
Carrier HMS GLORIOUS and her destroyer escorts HM Ships ARDENT and ACASTA on 
8th June 1940 with the loss of 1,531 men, will be held in St Nicholas Church, HMS DRAKE  
Devonport on Sunday 6th June 2010.   For more details please contact The Hon. 
Membership Secretary ï Vincent Marcroft, 15 Hillside Drive, Middleton, Manchester M24 
2LS (Tel : 0161-6547638 ï e-mail: vinny847022@hotmail.com).  
 
15. National Armed Forces Day ï Cardiff 26th June 2010 
 
National Armed Forces Day will take place in Cardiff on 26th June 2010.  A Royal Naval 
Ship will be visiting the port and one of the main events will be a march through the city by 
serving personnel and veterans.  Full details of the various events are not yet available 
and will be published in the March Circular but booking forms are attached at the back of 
this  Circular to enable early contact and bookings to be made. 

mailto:frankj-brown@ntlworld.com
mailto:david@kilgower50.plus.com
mailto:vinny847022@hotmail.com
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16. Armed Forces Day 2010 ï 26th June 2010  - FREEBIE 
 
Mr Gary Smart, owner of The Harbour Park Amusement Complex in Littlehampton is 
kindly offering a free day out for serving and ex-serving members of the RN and RFA and 
their dependents on Saturday 26th June 2010.  This takes the form of a free book of tickets 
for rides at the Amusement Park and tickets will be issued on proof of entitlement i.e. RN 
or RFA Identity Card or Veterans Badge etc.   
 
17. Armed Forces Day 2010 ï 26th June 2010 ï Parade in Southampton 
 
Armed Forces Day in Southampton will be marked by a Parade through the centre of the 
city commencing at Mayflower Park at 1100.  The Mayor Southampton will take the salute 
at Hannover Buildings and a large turnout is expected.  RNA Branches wishing to 
participate are invited to contact Mark Bailey at 149 Radstock Road, Woolston, 
Southampton SO19 2HW (Tel: 07767-213668) or at checlseadad07@aol.com or 
mark.bailey@southampton.gov.uk. .    
 
18. Falmouth Sea Sunday -18th July 2010 
 
For the past twenty-five years, Sea Sunday in Falmouth has been held on the third Sunday 
in July, and has now become an established part of the Civic and Social Calendar.  
Falmouth Branch of the Royal Naval Association has been privileged and proud to 
organise the event.  The Royal Naval Association Falmouth Branch, the Mayor of 
Falmouth, the Town Council and the Church of King Charles the Martyr invite Royal Naval 
Association Branches to participate.  The provisional programme is as follows : 
 

      1020  Parade assembles on The Moor, Falmouth (Parade will consist of a 
contingent from a visiting warship (tbc),  Veteransô Organisations, Youth 
Organisations and Civic Guests from Falmouth and the surrounding area). 

      1040  Parade (Led by a RM Band (tbc) and Standards) marches to the Church of 
King Charles the Martyr. 

1100  Church Service commences with the participation (tbc) of Archdeacon the 
Venerable John Green CB QHC (Chaplain of the Fleet).    

1200 (approx)   Parade reforms and marches to National Maritime Museum, Cornwall. 
       Salute to be taken by Lady Mary Holborow, Lord Lieutenant of Cornwall   

supported by the Commanding Officer of a visiting warship (tbc) or Senior 
Officer. 

1215 (approx)   Parade dismisses at Events Square (adjacent to Museum).  There will be 
a  Reception for invited guests in the Discovery Centre at the Maritime 
Museum.  

 
To assist in planning, those intending to attend are requested to communicate the 
following information to The Hon Secretary (S/M Ron Burdekin) of The Royal Naval 
Association, Falmouth Branch at 23 Glebe Close, Mawgan, Helston, Cornwall TR12 6AA 
(Tel : 01326-221851 or Mobile 07810-404418 or e-mail : rnafalmouth@msn.com ) : 
 
Name of Branch wishing to attend : 
 
Whether Standard will be paraded : 
 
Approximate numbers taking part in Parade : 
 
Numbers attending Church only : 

mailto:checlseadad07@aol.com
mailto:mark.bailey@southampton.gov.uk
mailto:rnafalmouth@msn.com
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19. HMS JAMAICA Association 
 
The Annual Re-union of the HMS JAMAICA Association will take place in The Grand 
Atlantic Hotel, Weston-super-mare from 17th to 20th September 2010.    The Association is 
open to all ex-Royal Naval and Royal Marines personnel who served on the ship between 
1942 and 1957.  Those wishing to attend the re-union or seeking information should 
contact the Hon Secretary (Mac Wilkinson)  on 01843-582283 or at 
boxcar@btinternet.com.  
 
20. A British Nuclear Test Reunion 
 
A reunion for personnel of all three Services who were involved in the British Nuclear Test 
Programme between 1952 and 1964 is being held in The Britannia Adelphi Hotel, 
Ranelagh Place, Liverpool L3 5ULbetween 4th and 7th October 2010.  Rates are £102-00 
per person for three nights inclusive of dinner, bed and breakfast with an inclusive Gala 
Dinner on one evening.  Locations of the tests included Monte Bello Island, Maralinga, 
Malden Islands and Christmas Island.  Ships involved included HM Ships WARRIOR, 
MESSINA, COSSACK, COOK, RESOLUTION, SALVICTOR, NARVIK and DIANA.   
 
For more information than we can possibly publish here, contact Jim Cooper, 24 
Brookdean Road, Worthing, West Sussex BN11 2PB (Tel : 01903-533768). 
 
21. A Colony Class Cruiser Association? 
 
A recent letter from S/M Dennis Patterson, Chairman of the HMS KENYA Association 
suggests that because the present Colony and Fiji Class Association appear to be 
shrinking at an alarming rate (his words) the time has come to consider forming an 
ñUmbrellaò Association covering all the ships of these classes.  He opines that this would 
not be a takeover of the existing Associations but an entirely new one covering HM Ships 
BERMUDA, CEYLON, FIJI, GAMBIA, JAMAICA, KENYA, MAURITIUS, 
NEWFOUNDLAND, NIGERIA, TRINIDAD and UGANDA.  S/M Patterson goes on to say 
that most of these Associations have two re-unions annually and he suggests that one of 
these becomes the AGM of the proposed new Association while the other remains as at 
present.  Anyone interested in this proposal can contact S/M Patterson on 0191-2584694 
or at psmx903-pirate@yahoo.co.uk.   
 
22. A Cautionary Tale for Clubs and Branches registered as Charities 
 
An RNA Club which is a Registered Charity was recently rocked when the Council Tax on 
its premises was increased by some £7,000-0 per annum because the Council no longer 
recognised  the Club as a Charitable Institution and charged the full commercial tax.  
Investigation showed that the Club had been removed from the Charity Commissionôs list 
of Registered Charities because it had failed to make the required annual charity return for 
a period of 7 successive years!  One year is enough to merit removal and the Treasurers 
of Clubs and Branches so registered are reminded that the annual return is mandatory.

mailto:boxcar@btinternet.com
mailto:psmx903-pirate@yahoo.co.uk
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23. Meeting the healthcare needs of Veterans in England 
 
This article contains the information recently published in an information document which 
was designed to help those who have served in the UK Armed Forces to access the health 
services they need and to let people know what to do if things go wrong.   THE 
INFORMATION CONTAINED HERE ONLY APPLIES TO HEALTH SERVICES IN 
ENGLAND.  Veterans include anyone who has served for at least one day in HM Armed 
Forces (Regular or Reserve), as well as Merchant Navy Seafarers and Fishermen who 
have served in a vessel which was operated to facilitate military operations by HM Armed 
Forces.   
 
Health services for Veterans 
 
If you have a health problem that you think is related to your time in the Service, your GP 
may be able to have you referred more quickly for any hospital care that is needed.  When 
referring a Veteran to secondary care for a condition that (in their opinion) may be related 
to their Service, GPs are asked to make this clear in the referral ï as long as the patient is 
happy.  If you do not already receive a war pension for your condition, your secondary 
care clinician will have to determine whether or not the condition is likely to be related to 
your time in the Service.  If it is, your clinician will be asked to prioritise you over other 
patients with the same level of clinical need.  Veterans are NOT given priority over other 
patients with more urgent clinical needs. 
These priority treatment provisions for Veterans are less significant now that all patients 
have much faster access to NHS treatment, but there may still be some occasions when 
you could benefit.  Some of the more common Service-related problems where this may 
be the case include audiology and orthopaedic services.  If you think you should be 
entitled to priority treatment, make sure you discuss it with your GP ï take this article with 
you to your appointment if you think that would help. 
 
Prostheses 
 
If you were fitted with a prostheses while you were serving, it is likely to have been a state-
of-the-art device, incorporating the most innovative technology available.  And now you 
can expect, as a matter of good clinical practice, that the standard of prosthetic limbs 
provided by the NHS should match the standard of those available when you were in the 
Service (subject to your individual clinical needs).  
 
Mental Health 
 
The stresses of being in the Services can sometimes lead to mental health problems, 
including some that may occur some time after discharge.  If you are at all concerned 
about your mental health, you should seek help from your GP as soon as possible.  Please 
be assured that there is no stigma attached to asking for help: you have served your 
country and you deserve support if your military experiences have affected your wellbeing 
ï either physically or emotionally. 
You can also access the Ministry of Defenceôs Medical Assessment Programme (MAP), 
which is available to all Veterans deployed on operations since 1982.  If you feel your 
condition may be linked to your Service, the MAP can give you an expert comprehensive 
physical and mental health assessment.  You can contact the MAP free on 0800 169 
5401. 
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If you served in the Reserve Forces and are worried about your mental health, you can get 
help from the Reservesô Mental Health Programme (RMHP).  The RMHP is open to any 
demobilised Reservist r volunteer who has returned from operations since 1 January 2003 
and who has concerns that their mental health problems might be linked to their time in the 
Service.  You will need your GP to refer you to the RMHP is most cases, but you can 
contact the programme free for more information on 0800 032 6258. 
 
Hospital Waiting Lists 
 
NHS patients in England can expect to start their consultant-led treatment within a 
maximum of 18 weeks from referral, unless they choose to wait longer or it is clinically 
appropriate that they do.  This commitment extends to patients who move home or 
between hospitals.  If you are currently on a waiting list for NHS treatment and move 
between hospitals when leaving the Service, you should discuss the arrangements for 
transferring your care with the clinician who is currently treating you.  You should also 
contact your new GP and/or hospital as early as possible after you have moved, to discuss 
and confirm the arrangements for your treatment 
If you are moving within the UK, any previous waiting time will be taken into account and 
your treatment should take place within national waiting time targets.  Like anyone  else 
moving between hospitals in the UK, Veterans will be treated as quickly as possible, based 
on their clinical priority.  In practice, this could mean that your waiting time might change if 
you move to another part of the UK. 
 
If you have a problem 
 
If possible, you should discuss any problems with your clinician first.  If you are attending 
an NHS hospital or clinic, you can also talk to Patient Advice and Liaison Services Staff or 
the Complaints Manager, who will usually be able to resolve your concerns on the spot.  If 
they canôt, they should tell you how to take your complaint further.  You can also visit the 
NHS Choices website at www.nhs.uk or call NHS Direct on 0845  4647 for advice. 
 

USEFUL CONTACTS 
NHS Choices        NHS Direct 
www.nhs.uk                   www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk Tel:  9845 4647 
 
Department of Health                                   Ministry of Defence 
www.dh.gov.uk                            www.mod.uk  
020 7210 4850 
(Textphone ï for those deaf or 
hard of hearing ï 020 7210 5025) 
 
Service Personnel & Veterans Agency        The Royal British Legion 
 www.veterans-uk.com                                 www.britishlegion.org.uk       
UK Freephone 0800 169 2277                     08457 725 725 
UK Textphone 0800 169 3458 
O/seas (pay phone) 44 1253 866043 
 
British Limbless Ex-Service Menôs Assn      Combat Stress 
www.blesma.org                                           www.combatstress.org.uk 
020 8590 1124                                              01372 841600 
 
Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen & Families Assn    St Dunstanôs 
www.ssafa.org.uk                   www.st-dunstans.org.uk 
0845 1300 975                                              020 7723 5021  

http://www.nhs.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/
http://www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk/
http://www.dh.gov.uk/
http://www.mod.uk/
http://www.veterans-uk.com/
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/
http://www.blesma.org/
http://www.combatstress.org.uk/
http://www.ssafa.org.uk/
http://www.st-dunstans.org.uk/
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24. Safeguarding the Nation 
 
Safeguarding the Nation is a recently published book detailing the story of The Royal Navy 
over the past 50 years and the many operations in which the RN has been involved.  Well 
researched and written by an RNA Shipmate (Captain John  Roberts MBE), the book is 
beautifully produced and lavishly illustrated ï  this book is a must for everyone who has 
served over the past five decades and everyone who has served will find something of 
interest in it ï all proceeds from the book go to RN Charities.  We have arranged  an RNA  
discount for Members only ï the full cost of the book is £30 (and in our view worth it) ï the  
discount is £6-00 per book and RNA Members may obtain it at £24-00 by calling 
01226-734555 quoting Stn424.  We cannot recommend this book too highly ï all 
interested in naval affairs, particularly those in which they have been involved, should 
possess this fine volume.   
 
25. Empire of the Seas 

 
Many will have been following the fascinating BBC2 series called EMPIRE OF THE SEAS 
which is presented in four episodes by Dan Snow ï the companion book to the series has 
been written by the well known naval historian Brian Lavery describing ñHow the Navy 
forged the modern worldò ï this really is a splendid book ï a must for those interested in 
sea power and our naval forebears ï The book retails at £20-00 however Headquarters 
has been able to negotiate a special price for RNA Members of £15-00 including free UK 
postage and packing ï for your copy of this fascinating and well recommended book, call 
0870 787 1613 and quote reference CH1306. 
 
26. Pusserôs Rum Monthly Competition 
 
The distributors of Pusserôs Rum ï that well known antidote to 
plague, pestilence and the less desirable effects of old age ï are 
minded to record for posterity, the memories of those who have 
benefitted from the consumption of this proven beneficial elixir. To 
facilitate this they are offering ONE BOTTLE of this world renowned 
mixture each month, to the writer of the most entertaining 
reminiscence on the subject of RUM. The competition will be 
judged each month by a specially selected board of tee-totallers,  
their decision on the merits of individual entries will be final.  
Winning contributions, which may be subject to censorship (so as  
preserve good order and propriety), will be published in the Circular   
regularly, as will the name of the lucky winners (but only after they 
have consumed the prize).   
 
Send entries to The General Secretary at Room 209, Semaphore 
Tower, PP70, HM Naval Base, Portsmouth PO1 3LT and watch this 
space. 
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27. Area and Branch Changes 
 

Area 3 Marlborough Change of Meeting Place .  Now meets : 
Marlborough Club 
116 High Street 
Marlborough 
Wilts 

Area 6 Bletchley Now meets at on first Tuesday of the month 

Area 7 Llanelli Additional e-mail address :  RNA 
LlanelliBranch@live.co.uk  

Area 
12 

Mid Antrim Change to time of Meetings.  Now meet at 1930 3rd 
Fridays (except July/August)  

mailto:LlanelliBranch@live.co.uk
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28. History Notes : 

 
1 March 1881    RN Medical School, Haslar opened. 
 
2 March 1953   Sea Hawk jet fighter entered service with 806 NAS. 
 
4 March 1992 HMS/M VANGUARD, tenth of name and first of Trident Class, launched at Barrow-in-   

Furness. 
 
5 March 1942   Cdr A C C (Crap) Miers, HMS/M TORBAY awarded VC. 
 
7 March 1899  Grog money of 4d per week sanctioned by Order in Council in lieu of savings. 
 
9 March 1959   HMS ASHANTI ς first frigate designed and built with gas turbines as her main     

propulsion(COSAG) launched at Yarrow, Scotstoun.1914   
 
11 March 1787 Captain Horatio Nelson and Mrs Frances Nisbet married at Montpelier House, Nevis.  

Prince William (future King William IV ς Sailor Billy) was Best Man. 
 
13 March 1869 HMS DRUID (Wood screw corvette),l the last ship ever to leave the slips from the very 

ancient and historic Dockyard at Deptford, launched. 
 
15 March 2004 The first naval court martial to be held without swords being worn convened at HMS 

5w!Y9Φ  άaȅ [ƻǊŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ bŀǾȅ Ƙŀǎ Řetermined that there is no longer a 
requirement for the escort accompanying a defendant in a naval court martial to carry 
ŀ ŘǊŀǿƴ ǎǿƻǊŘΣ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ƳŀǊǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǿŜŀǊ ǎƘŜŀǘƘŜŘ ǎǿƻǊŘǎέ ς Lord 
Bach, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State MoD. 

 
18 March 1917  German destroyer raid on Ramsgate and Broadstairs.  
 
19  March 1982 Illegal Argentine landing and hoisting of national flag on South Georgia.  HMS 

ENDURANCE sent from Falkland Islands to remove it. 
 
20 March 2003 British military action launched against the Saddam Hussein regime in Iraq - Operation 

Telic/Iraqi Freedom. 
 
21 March 1980  HMS BRECON, first of the Hunt Class MCMVs, commissioned. 
 
22 March 1899 Miniatures replaced Medals for Ball Dress. 
 
25 March 1945 First deck landing of a twin-engined aircraft - a de Havilland Mosquito on HMS 

INDEFATIGABLE by Lt Cdr (later Captain) E.M. Brown. 
 
26 March 1913  First proposal for Defensively Equipped merchant Ships (DEMS) made by Winston 

Churchilll as First Lord of the Admiralty. 
 
28 March 1996 Bell Bottoms with seven horizontal creases abolished.  Flared trousers with vertical 

creases introduced. 
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Annual Conference 
4th June 2010 

 

THE STADE KEIFFER, OUISTREHAM 
 

Delegate for the Annual Conference 2010 
 

Name of Delegate  

Branch  

Area  

Expected number of Observers 
 from this Branch 

 

Name of Branch  Hon Secretary  

Contact telephone Nos:  

Contact e-mail address  

 
 
 
NB:  A Delegate will not be confirmed as such unless or until the Branch Balance Sheet 
for 2009 and Annual Subscriptions for Branch Members for 2010 have been received 
in RNA Headquarters (Rule 12©).  Should either not have been received in HQ,  the 
Delegate's Status will be deemed to be that of an Observer.    
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