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A Very Special Message  
 

 Here is a message from our Shipmates in  the Harare Branch which 
should hearten those Branches who, for various reasons, are struggling 
to survive – we in Headquarters find this message inspirational and it 
shows the difficult circumstances which some of our Branches have to 
try to overcome.  Please give it a wide circulation as we feel sure that all 
in the Association will join with Headquarters Staff in sending our best 
wishes and encouragement to our beleaguered Shipmates in Zimbabwe. 
 
“Shipmates,  
 
This is to inform you that we were unable to hold our meetings for 
the months of June and July.  The reason being that an element of 
the ruling party have closed down the MOTH (Memorable Order of 
Tin Hats) Club, and have moved in and taken over the 
establishment.  We have held our meetings at this club for many 
years. We did find another venue for our meeting, but have since 
heard that this club has been taken over as well. 
  
I have been told that we must be very careful and not to assemble 
dressed in our Number Ones and in a group.  As a result I have 
informed the Ships Company to stand down and wait till they hear 
from me.  Knowing the indigenous as I do, I would doubt if any of 
our regalia will be there when we are able to return to the Moth 
Club.  I will keep you informed of the outcome of the debacle and 
what our future holds. 
  
There are a number of our Shipmates who have been lucky 
enough to emigrate to the UK and joined R.N.A. Branches there.  
Would it be possible to mention this note in the Monthly Bulletin to 
keep them up to date?. 
  
  
KEN JOHNSTON 
SKIPPER 
HARARE BRANCH” 
 



The Memorandum of Understanding with The Royal Navy 
 
1. The much discussed Memorandum of Understanding with The Royal 
Navy was formally signed and agreed on Wednesday 30th July 2008 following 
its approval at the 2008 Annual Conference.   The text of the document 
appears below and action will be taken over the next few months to 
implement the agreement, however it should be realised that this is a living 
document which may need to be slightly amended or changed in scope to 
meet both the operational needs of the Royal Navy and indeed the 
administrative requirements of the Association.  Nevertheless, as a result of 
the agreement, The Royal Naval Association has more than doubled in size 
and can now be said to be the largest (and we think influential) official 
Maritime Membership Association in Britain,  if not Europe.  Much remains to 
be done and the bucket of good ideas is not yet empty – the strategy of 
surviving by thriving remains the key aspiration of your National Council.   

 
 MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

BETWEEN 
THE ROYAL NAVY  
AND  
 THE ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION   

 

 

 
 

BACKGROUND   
 
1. The Royal Naval Association is a Membership Organisation which 
currently has some 25, 000 members at home and overseas.  These 
members are a mixture of Full Life Members, Full Members and Associate 
Members.  The age profile of the membership is high and activities of the 
membership and thus branches are frequently restricted by age and infirmity. 
 
2. The age at which the majority of Full Members join is relatively high at 
about 55 years of age.  The reasons for this are easy to understand since the 
great majority of sailors retire from The Royal Navy at a relatively young age 
even after a full career.     Thus most are in their thirties or early forties and on 
release from the Service have to secure and settle in a new career, frequently 
have to move house and generally still have their children at home.  Thus it is 
not until the career solidifies, the family home is well established and the 
children move on, that the potential Full Member has the time to devote to a 
membership organisation which encompasses a social scenario often 
supported by a strong desire to recapture the comradeship of the Service.   
 
3. Associate Members join the Association at varied ages since they are 
generally either family members or friends of those who are Full Members, 
sharing the ethos of the Association without necessarily having undergone the 
experience of Naval Service. Nevertheless, since they are the family 
members and friends of Full Members, the age profile of Associate Members 
is still higher than the Association would prefer. 



 
4. The number of Association members actually serving in the RN, RM, 
RNR, RMR, RFA and QARNNS is small despite considerable effort being 
expended over the years to capture these potential recruits to the RNA.  Until 
relatively recently,  serving sailors were recruited at a specially reduced 
subscription although perhaps this benefit was not strictly appropriate when 
comparing current Service salaries against the incomes/pensions enjoyed by 
most fully subscribing RNA Members. On the other hand it is clear that the 
peripatetic life style of the serving sailor is probably inappropriate to individual 
RNA Branch Membership, however it is compellingly obvious that the key to 
the future health and vibrancy of the Association lies in reduction of the age 
profile by recruiting and retaining younger members. 
 
RNA UNDERTAKINGS  
 
5. Under this Memorandum of Understanding the Royal Naval 
Association undertakes that: 
 

a. The RNA will form a new form of Membership for the Naval 
Service which would be described as The Serving Member1. 
 
b. Serving Members will be entitled to entry to any Royal Naval 
Association Branch or Club (without invitation) based on the production 
of his or her Royal Naval Association Membership Card which in the 
case of Serving Members would be the appropriate Service Identity 
Card. 
 
c. Serving Members will not be members of any particular RNA 
branch unless they join in their own right.  They will therefore have no 
voting powers of their own.  But they will have a voice in the form of a 
representative on the RNA National Council.  
 
d. Serving Members will pay no subscription. 
 
e. Each Ship or Unit on the Bridge Card, and Establishment or Unit 
ashore would receive an electronic copy of the Royal Naval 
Association Circular. 
 
f. Each RNA Area Secretary will provide the RNA Headquarters 
with an Area Social Programme covering Branch Social Events in 
which the serving members might participate.  This information will be 
electronically streamed to ships, establishments and units as judged 
appropriate. 
 

RN UNDERTAKINGS 
 

                                            
1 Serving Members would comprise every person serving in the Naval Forces of the Crown ie Royal 
Navy, Royal Marines, Royal Naval Reserve, Royal Fleet Auxiliary and Queen Alexandra’s Royal 
Naval Nursing Service and thus would be members by occupation,  rather than by positive choice. 



6. Under this Memorandum of Understanding the Royal Navy undertakes 
that : 
 

a.   The Royal Navy will nominate a suitable member of the Naval 
Service, usually the Second Sea Lord’s Command Warrant Officer, for 
appointment as Vice President (Serving Members) for the term of his or 
her appointment. 
 
b. Each Ship or Unit will appoint a point of contact to liaise with 
RNA branch committees and RNA head office as appropriate. 
 
c. The Naval Families Federation and the RNComm websites will 
on an occasional basis provide web space to advertise linkage 
information between the RN and the RNA.  Information will also be 
displayed on other RN websites as the opportunity arises. 
 
d. The RNA wish to become more involved and supportive of 
Ships’ visits.  Work will be put in place in the context of ‘Regional 
Coherence’ to reinforce the links with the RNA and Regional 
Commanders and to provide adequate notice in advance of Ship visits 
programmes.  The Fleet Charities Officer will liaise with the RNA so 
that appropriate RNA overseas branches are aware of foreign visits. 
 
e. The Royal Navy and The Royal Naval Association recognise 
and value the co-operation and amity which has traditionally existed 
between them, and the RN undertakes to encourage its personnel to 
remain members of the RNA on retirement. 

 
GOVERNANCE 

 
7. This MOU will be reviewed annually at a meeting between the FLEET 
DACOS(CHARITIES) and the General Secretary of the RNA.  However in the 
first instance a review at the 6 month period will be undertaken. 
 
 
 
 
Vice Admiral A Massey CBE ADC 
Second Sea Lord and 
Commander in Chief  
Naval Home Command 

 Vice Admiral J H S McAnally CB 
LVO 
President 
Royal Naval Association 

 
 �



 
Royal Naval Association Christmas Cards for 2008  
 
2.  The Royal Naval Association Christmas Cards have now been received and a 
sample card is shown below for display. The card features the RNA Crest 
surmounted by "Happy Christmas" spelt out in signal flags. The price of the cards is 
£4 per packet of ten (including postage and packing). These attractive cards can be 
obtained from Headquarters by sending the following order form:  
 
Name 
 
Address 
  
POST CODE 
  
Please send me  ..................... packs of Royal Naval Association Christmas Cards  
at £4-00 per pack. I enclose a cheque to the value of  ..........................made out to 
The  
Royal Naval Association OR charge the cards to my Credit Card/Debit Card the 
details of which are:  
 
Credit Card/Debit Card Type  ..........  ..... Account No  ................................  .  
 
Card in the name of :  ......................  .....  ................................................... .  
 
Valid From:  ............................... Expires  .................................................... .  
 
Three Digit Security Code (where applicable) .............................................  
 

 



Royal Naval Association Diaries for 2009  
 
3. Diaries for the next year will be available in a Blue cover.  Orders should 
arrive by 30th September 2008 and be accompanied by a cheque for the total 
value. 
 
To:   The Assistant General Secretary 
           Royal Naval Association  
        82 Chelsea Manor Street 
         London SW3 5QJ 
 
From: ............................................. ............................................ Branch  
 
 
Please provide ……………………………………..2009 Diaries @ £4 .00   

 
Send to :  ……………………………………………………………… 

 
e-MAIL ADDRESSES  

4. RNA HQ Staff continue to attempt to build a library of e-mail addresses 
within the Association.  It would be extremely helpful if those Branch Secretaries 
able to communicate by e-mail would forward a short e-message to HQ on 
paddy@royalnavalassoc.com so that registration can begin 
 
 
Gift Aid  

5. Following the change from covenanting to Gift Aid, we have somehow 
lost momentum. The number of Gift Aid forms, from a membership of 24,590 
stands at a modest 3,500.  May we remind you that this is free money, which 
has helped us to maintain our annual subscription at  £10.00.  A blank Gift Aid 
form is included with this Newsletter at Annex B.  Once completed, a Gift Aid 
Declaration lasts until it is rescinded.  Thank you. 

 

Royal Marines Band Service – Bids for Engagements  
 
6. All bids for Royal Marines Bands Engagements for the period April 
2008 to March 2009 must reach HQRM by 1 October 2008.  Those Branches 
seeking a Royal Marine Band should request an application form from RNA 
HQ which should be returned to HQ not later than Friday 19th September. 
Priority will be given to Branches holding Standard Dedications however 
Branches should note that as a result of operational commitments in 
Afghanistan, one RM Band is currently temporarily decommissioned. 
 
 
 
 



Annual National Service for Seafarers –St Paul’s Ca therdral  
 
7. This year’s Service will be held on Wednesday 15th October at 1730.   
As usual, RNA HQ will co-ordinate applications for seats which should reach 
us by 3rd September.  Applications should contain a stamped addressed 
envelope (size to fit order) for the despatch of the tickets, which will be sent 
out about two weeks before the Service. 
 
Field of Remembrance – Opening Thursday 6 th November 2008     
 
8. The 2008 Field of Remembrance will, by kind permission of The Dean 
and Chapter of Westminster, open at 1120 on Thursday 6th November when a 
short Service will be held.  The Royal Naval Association, together with other 
organisations, is invited to attend and those attending should be in position by 
1100.  A senior member of the Royal Family has kindly agreed to attend and 
inspect the plots.   We have been allocated Plot 227.  The system whereby 
Branches order their crosses direct from The Royal British Legion Poppy 
Factory works well so we have included the order form with this circular 
(Annex B).  Please note that Badge Crosses must be ordered by the end of 
September. 
 
Remembrance Sunday – 9th November 2008  
 
9. Headquarters will have a limited number of tickets for the Cenotaph 
Parade and Service on Sunday 9th November 2008.  Shipmates are reminded 
of the physical demands of standing in Whitehall for at least one hour and 
then marching for a distance of at least one and a half miles, possibly in 
inclement weather.   Any Shipmate planning to attend who requires a carer 
should also apply for a ticket for the carer (one carer per participant).   Please 
apply to HQ by 26th September at the latest   enclosing a stamped addressed 
envelope.   Tickets will be available for dispatch in early October.  We ask 
Shipmates who receive tickets from the RNA to march  in the RNA 
Platoon.  
 
The Annual Conference 2009  
 
10.     The Annual Conference 2009 will be held in Londonderry on 13th June 2009.  
In order that preliminary accommodation reservations can be made, Branches are 
earnestly requested to register “an expression of interest” in attending.  This does 
not commit a Branch to send a delegate but merely indicates an interest in doing so 
which will help with accommodation planning.  Please indicate on the form below or 
send an e-mail message to �����������	�
�������
���  stating Branch and if 
intending to be represented : 
 
……………………………..Branch of the Royal Naval Association intends to be 
represented at the Annual Conference 2009 to be held in Londonderry on 13th June 
2009.  Our likely requirement for hotel rooms is………………………………. 
Send to :  The General Secretary, Royal Naval Association, 82 Chelsea Manor 
Street, London SW3 5QJ or e-mail to �����������	�
�������
��� . 
Very many thanks. 



.   
The Annual Conference 2010  
 
11.     The Annual Conference 2010 will be held in Ouistreham (Northern France) 
between 3rd and 6th June 2010.  In order that preliminary accommodation 
reservations can be made, Branches are earnestly requested to register “an 
expression of interest” in attending.  This does not commit a Branch to send a 
delegate but merely indicates an interest in doing so which will help with 
accommodation planning.  Please indicate on the form below or send an e-mail 
message to �����������	�
�������
���  stating Branch and if intending to be 
represented : 
 
……………………………..Branch of the Royal Naval Association intends to be 
represented at the Annual Conference 2010 to be held in Ouistreham between 3rd 
and 6th June 2010.  Our likely requirement for hotel rooms 
is………………………………. 
 
Send to :  The General Secretary, Royal Naval Association, 82 Chelsea Manor 
Street, London SW3 5QJ or e-mail to �����������	�
�������
��� . 
Very many thanks. 

 
Friends of HMS VIDAL  
 
12.      The 2008 reunion of The Friends of HMS VIDAL will be held at   The 
Burlington Palm Hotel, North Drive, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk NR30 1EG on 6th 
September 2008.  Please contact David Parker, 28 The Sanctuary, Green Lane, 
Morden, Surrey CM4 5NX (Tel :  0208-648-0160) for full details. 
 
HMS MATCHLESS  Association 1942-46 (including other  “M” Class Destroyers of 
the Flotilla)  
 
13. Shipmates from the first and second commission of the above are 
welcome to attend the 22nd Annual Reunion of the Association which will take 
place on 20th September 2008 in The Union Jack Club, London.  Contact J 
Horton at 10 Finch Court,  Coles Close, Ongar, Essex CM5 OAY (Tel : 01277-
366617). 
 
HMS JAMAICA Association  
 
14. The twenty-third annual Re-union of the HMS JAMAICA Association will 
take place in Blackpool between 26th and 29th September 2008.  Those wishing 
to attend or seeking information should contact the Honorary Secretary, Mac 
Wilkinson on 01843-582283 or at boaxcar@btinternet.com.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Harlow Branch of the Royal Naval Association – 50 th Anniversary  
 
15. Harlow Branch of the Royal Naval Association will be holding a Laying 
Up and Dedication Service on Sunday 19th October 2008 at St James’ with St 
Luke’s Church, Staple Tye, Harlow, Essex at 1500.  There will be no March 
Past.  Standards will line the entrance to the Church before and after the 
Service.  Refreshments will be served after the Service. 
 
Harlow Branch extends an invitation to Branches interested in sending their 
Standard and up to four Shipmates.  Branches should contact the Honorary 
Secretary : S/M June Ray, 37 Park Mead, Harlow, Essex CM20 1RL – Tel : 
01279-865919 – e-mail june.ray1@ntlworld.com.  
 
The Fleet Street Trafalgar Service  
 
16.     The popular Fleet Street Trafalgar Service now comes under the direction 
of No. 1 Area  and will be held on Sunday 19th October 2008 at St Brides 
Church, Fleet Street, London EC4 commencing at 1100.  Shipmates and 
Standards are invited to attend and to enjoy and renew old acquaintances – 
wets provided!  Standards will muster at 1045.  Further details from S/M Alan 
Robinson (0208-7590444) or S/M Alan Peatling (01376-514761). 
 
The Margate Branch – Trafalgar Day Parade & Service  of Remembrance  
 
17. The Margate Branch of the Royal Naval Association will be holding their 
annual Trafalgar Day Parade and Service of Remembrance on Sunday 19th 
October 2008.  The Parade will assemble at St Paul’s Church, Cliftonville at 
1015 with the Parade moving off at 1040 led by the band of T/S JAMAICA to 
The Trinity Square Memorial for the Service and Wreath Laying.  After the 
Service the Parade will march past the Mayor of Margate and local dignitaries to 
the Somerfield entrance to be dismissed.  Members unable to march are very 
welcome to muster at the Memorial by 1040.   
 
RNA Branches are cordially invited to participate and parade Standards if they 
wish to do so.  Post Parade Refreshments will be served in the Mountbatten 
Lounge of the Royal British Legion Club.  Branches wishing to participate 
should inform the Hon Secretary of the Margate Branch of the approximate 
numbers intend to parade at :  66  Bromstone Road,  Broadstairs CT10 2HT 
(Tel : 01843-604490).     
   
HMS ULSTER 1958-60 Commission – 50 th and Final Re-union  
 
18. The 50th Anniversary and Final Re-union will take place between 24-27 
October 2008 at the Kistor Hotel, Torquay.and full details can be obtained from 
Reg Ralph, 20  Penhale Road, Eastbourne, East Sussex BN22 7JX (Tel :  
01323-725978) e-mail rejoice@milnet.co.uk. 
 
 
 
 



HMS NAIAD – Re-union  
 
19. A re-union for all those who served in HMS NAIAD is planned for the 
weekend 31st October to 1st November 2008 and will be held in the Queen’s 
Hotel, Southsea.  Details can be obtained from the website www.hmsnaiad.co.uk 
or contact Paul Gower who is the Social Secretary at reunion@hmsnaiad.co.uk 
Or via 01443-685861 or 07876-057415.   

 
The Royal Navy Inland Waterways Fleet  
 
20.  Shipmate Terry Waldron (Todmorden Branch) is trying to compile a 
history of The Royal Navy Inland Waterways Fleet which existed, as a recruiting 
facility, in the 1970’s and possibly up until the 1980’s.  Basically, the Fleet 
consisted of four Narrow Boats cosmetically altered to represent RN Ships and 
he believes that they represented HMS CLEOPATRA (Leander), HMS 
RENOWN (SSBN), HMS LONDON (GMD) and HMS SHEFFIELD (Type 42).  
Shipmate Waldron is seeking information, anecdotes or photographs  and 
would especially welcome contact with anyone who served in the Fleet.  He can 
be contacted on 07813-806508 or at talwaldron@yahoo.co.uk. 
 
Contacts in Holland  
 
21. Shipmate Geoff Richards, a former member of the Beccles Branch, 
now lives in Holland and has been trying (without success) to establish 
contact with any ex-mateloes living in that country.  Shipmate Richards would 
welcome any contacts – he can be reached at vanoudheusden1@chello.nl. 
  
The Second Word War in the Carribbean  

22. A London-based Independent producer of educational resources is 
currently gathering eye-witness testimonies regarding the Second World War 
in the Caribbean theatre. The initial objectives for the material gathered is for 
a book and online resource [NB.  They have fully researched archive sources 
to produce a strong understanding of this history]. �

·  The organisation is seeking contributions from Veterans who can 
provide personal experiences of the Caribbean Theatre in WWII – with 
particular reference to 1942 & 1943: convoy duties, observations & 
memories of the British West Indies, encounters with torpedoed 
merchant seamen, and, perhaps even U-Boats... 

 
The producer is gathering testimonies from all perspectives - Servicemen, 
Civilians, U-Boatmen, Merchant Sailors.... The search for contributions is all 
about providing Educators and Learners with as broad and diverse a 
perspective as possible: They want to gain an impression of the war at sea, 
but are also gathering memories of the West Indies as bases of operations; 
what impressions their civilian populations made; how the islands provided for 
torpedoed Merchant Seamen; memories of shore-leave etc.  
 
To see the sort of educational resources the company makes, please visit 



their website, or alternatively, you can view a short trailer for their last project 
for schools and colleges - on the University of Washington's 'Black Past' 
website: www.blackpast.org/?q=video/first-black-britons 
 
The organisation (Sweet Patootee Ltd) can be contacted on 0207 686 5101 or 
via e-mail at : www.sweetpatootee.co.uk. 
       

 

 

 



 

Branch and Miscellaneous Announcements  
  

24. 
 
Area 2  
Bexhill  – Secretary’s post code is; TN39 5EJ     
 
Area 4  
 
Brixham  –Secretary’s Post Code is; TQ5 0EF 
    Frequency; 1st Tuesday  
    Telephone; 01803-859 699 
 
Falmouth  – First name should read; RON Burdekin (not Roy) 

Venue; The Boslowick Inn, Prislow Lane  
Frequency; 4th Wednesday @ 1930 

 
 
Torridgeside  – Sec’s Address is;  8 Marlborough Court 
      (Not 6 - as in 2008 Y/Book) 
Area 6  
Herts – Acting Secretary is;  S/M M Kerr 

89 Canons Close 
WARE 
Herts    SG12 0BN 
Tel.  01920-467 188 

Area 9  
Lincoln  –Sec’s telephone should read; 01522-823 619 
      (Incorrect in Y/B) 
 
Scunthorpe  – Branch Secretary is; S/M S Arnold 
         23 Portman Road 

Scunthorpe 
N. Lincs    DN15 8PD 

Area 10 
Bolton  – Frequency should read;  1st Saturday @1200 (not Sunday) 
 
Area11  
Hull   - Secretary’s email should read; bob_reeves130@yahoo.co.uk  
 (Underscore not hyphen) 
 
O/Seas 
 Cyprus   - New Branch Secretary is; S/M J Gould 

Ammochostou 6 
Ayios Tychonas 
4521 Limassol , Cyprus 

      Tel.  +357 2531 4506 
     Email; janet.g@cytanet.com.cy 



         
Donations to the Central Charities Fund  
 
25.     Donations received previously : 

    
£7,707.68   

 
New Donations acknowledged with thanks : 

  
 Lincoln           150.00 
 Beaumaris – In Memory of R W Teire       205.00 
 MJ & CM O’Regan            50.00 
 Donations of £10 or less             5.00 

     Total  £ 8117.68  
 

      
The International Maritime Confederation Summer Cam p 
 
26. The National President, National Chairman and General Secretary 
have just returned from the closing stages of the International Maritime 
Confederation Summer Camp which was held for the benefit of youngsters 
between the ages of 15 to 19 nominated by the various European Naval 
Associations.  The Camp, which this year was organised by The Royal Naval 
Association, was held in Caw Sand between 4th and 13th August and was 
attended by 39 young men and women representing Austria, Belgium, 
France, Germany, Italy, Britain and Ireland – they had a whale of a time and 
participated in sailing, canoeing, climbing, trekking, power boating, surfing, 
skiing and lots of team activities including sporting events and various assault 
courses designed to encourage team working and dependence on each other.  
They were organised in international groups so as to encourage friendships 
and ease language difficulties – this certainly happened!  Also included were 
outings to Devonport Dockyard, Britannia Royal Naval College, the Eden 
Project and visits to Plymouth and Newquay.   The closing events were visited 
by senior naval association representatives from all the countries involved and 
the biggest problem encountered was to get the kids to go home – this was a 
wonderful event and the first time that the RNA had organised it – judging 
from the comments we received we may have to do it again.  The Royal Navy 
bent over backwards to help us in this endeavour and provided both first class 
facilities and immensely qualified and hand picked instructors.  We are very 
grateful. 
 
The Greenwich Foundation for the Old Royal Naval Co llege – Trafalgar Night 
Dinner – Saturday 18 th October 2008   

27. We have been asked to mention a planned spectacular Trafalgar Night 
Dinner to be held in The Old Royal Naval College on Saturday 18th October 
2008, which includes a Cocktail Reception, three course dinner with wine and 
Ships-of-the-Line plus music and entertainment.  The rig is Black Tie.  Contact 
Deborah Robson at the Old Naval College on 0208-269-4788 or on e-mail at 
drobson@greenwichfoundation.org.uk. 



History Notes  

28. 
 
1 Sept 1950 RM Bands integrated on formation of RM School of Music. 
 
3 Sept 1995 Queen Alexandra’s Naval Nursing Service (and its Reserves) 

assumed RN Ranks. 
 
4 Sept 1995 RNDQs in Portsmouth closed – all personnel in detention 

transferred to the Military Corrective Training Centre (MCTC) 
Colchester. 

 
5 Sept 1979 Funeral of  Admiral of the Fleet the Earl Mountbatten of 

Burma. 
 
7 Sept 1958 East Indies Station disbanded. 
 
10 Sept 1990 Revd Caroline Eglin (nee Pullman) commissioned.  The first 

female Chaplain to enter the RN. 
 
11 Sept 1943 The surrendering Italian Fleet arrived at Malta. 
 
13 Sept 1943 The George Cross presented to the Island of Malta. 
 
15 Sept 1931 Pay cuts announced which led to mutiny in some ships of the 

Atlantic Fleet at Invergordon. 
 
17 Sept 1926 Commodores to wear a crown and two stars on epaulettes 

and all Captains a crown and one star, thus ending the long 
distinction between those with less and those with more, than 
three years seniority in the rank. 

 
20 Sept 1976 HMS FITTLETON sunk in collision with HMS MERMAID.  

Twelve lives lost including ten RNR under training.  
 
22 Sept 1984 Sir John Lang died.  Joined Admiralty straight from school in 

1914 when he became a member of the RMLI.  Demobilised 
in 1918, he returned as an Assistant Principal and retired as 
Secretary to their Lordships in 1961; quietly proud of his 
professional descent from Samuel Pepys and Chairman of the 
Samuel Pepys Club.  Blessed with a neat calligraphy and a 
formidable memory. 

 
25 Sept 1761 Dr Cuthbert of the Royal College of Surgeons appointed to 

analyse water at Weovil or Weevil Yard.  Ships’ cisterns were 
lead-lined to protect the wood, which was unfortunate for 
those who drank the contents. 

 



28 Sept 1986 HMS TIGER arrived in Spain for breaking up.  The last RN 
Cruiser and the end of the 6 inch gun in the Fleet. 

 
29 Sept 1758 Horatio Nelson born. 
 
30 Sept 1970 Warrant Rank re-introduced with establishment of the rank of 

Fleet Chief Petty Officer.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
James McClurg 
General Secretary 
Paddy@royalnavalassoc.com 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

ANNEX A 

GIFT  AID  DECLARATION  

 
ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION  

 

Title .....   Forename(s) ................................. Surname ................……………. 

Address   ........................................................ (Area no; ---------) 

........................................................ 

........................................................ Post Code ............. 

 

I want the charity to treat all donations I have made from the date of this declaration 
until I notify you otherwise as Gift Aid Donations 
 
Signature:-  .................................................. 
 

Date:- ................................................……… 

Notes  
 
1. If your declaration covers donations you may make in the future: 
Please notify the charity if you change your name or address while the declaration is 
still in force. You can cancel the declaration at any time by notifying the charity - it 
will then not apply to donations you make on or after the date of cancellation or such 
later date as you specify. 
 
2. You must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax at least equal 
to the tax that the charity reclaims on your donations in the tax year (currently 25p for 
each £1 you give). 
 
3. If in the future your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax on your 
income and capital gains equal to the tax that the charity reclaims, you can cancel 
your declaration (see note 1). 
 
4. If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further tax relief in your Self 
Assessment tax return. 
 
5. If you are unsure whether your donations qualify for Gift Aid tax relief, ask the 
charity. Or you can ask you local tax office for leaflet IR113 Gift Aid. 


